
   Psalm 71:5 


SUNDAY OF

ADVENT 




WAKEFIELD 

Father Albert D. Ranallo ------------------------------------ Pastor  
Father Nicholas P. Smith ----------------------- Pastor Emeritus 
Father Henry J. Bodah -------------------------- Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Deacon John Dowd---------------------- Deacon Assistant 

 ---------------------------------  
 

Masses 
 


Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday --------------------- 7:00 am 
Saturday ---------------------------------------------------------- 4:30 pm 
Sunday ------------------------------------------ 9:00 am and 11:00 am 


 
Saturday --------------------------------------------------------- 5:30 pm* 
Sunday ---------------------------------------- 8:00 am* and 10:00 am 
*Summer only (Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day Weekend) 
 

Sacraments  
   


Saturday at 3:30 - 4:00 pm in Saint Francis Church or by 
appointment.    
 
 

Third Sunday of each month.      
 
 

Please call the rectory at least one year in advance to speak 

longer accommodate Sunday weddings.  
 
 

Please call the rectory.  

 Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 4:00 and Friday 9:00 am - 12:30 pm 

 

    


 -------------- 401-783-3149 
 

  
401-871-8936   




MATUNUCK 



Jamie Friel -------- -6) 
Cheryl Xavier-------------------------  
Robert J. Moniz ------------------------------ Cemetery Manager 
 -------------------------------------------  
Robert J. Kelly --------------------------------------- Parish Sexton  
 

Parish Staff 

114 High Street 
 

 

--------------- Phone ---------------  
401-783-4411  

      

------------------ Fax ------------------ 
401-783-9667 

 

---------------- Email ---------------- 
 

      

----------------- Web ----------------- 
 

 

----- ----- 
401-792-8684 

 

------- Parish Cemetery ------- 
401-782-2711  



 
Sunday, December 1 
10:00am †Martha & Blanche McElkenny           
      Requested by Family 
Sunday, December 8 
10:00am †Sue & Al Marchand 
                 (Anniversary Remembrance) 
          Requested by Al & Gerri Marsocci 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, November 30 
4:30pm †Lynn Quirk Holland 
           Requested by Ray & Kathy Quirk 
Sunday, December 1 
9:00am †Sherry Viera 
           Requested by Dolores DiPrete 
11:00am †Dorothy Cloos 
           Requested by Jim & Susan Meehan 
Monday, December 2 
7:00am †Rev. William J. McCombe 
               (1st Pastor) 
              126th Anniversary Remembrance 
             †Rev. Robert A. Allaire 
               (13th Pastor) 
              20th Anniversary Remembrance 
Tuesday, December 3 
7:00am †Gloria Carney 
           Requested by James & Kathleen  
             Carney 
Thursday, December 5 
9:00am †Dick Bell 
          Requested by Family 
Friday, December 6 
7:00am Amanda Bremner 
      Requested by Family 
Saturday, December 7 
4:30pm †The Arsenault Family 
           Requested by Diane & John 
Sunday, December 8 
9:00am †Steve Hunt 
           Requested by Family 
11:00am †Michael Dufficy 
                 (Birthday Remembrance) 
           Requested by Wife & Child 

 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
  

 
 
 Ύ 
 

 
Due to an early transmission of this bulletin, collection 
information for the weekend of November 24th was not 

available.  It will be posted in next week’s bulletin.  
 
 
This week’s second collection is for the Monthly Offering. 
The second collection next week is for the Retired Religious Fund. 

 
          Thank you for your continued generosity.  

 
Prepare the way for God’s justice.  

~~~~~~~~~~~  
 Today is the first day of the new liturgical year for the 
Church. We are entering Advent, a time of preparation for     
Christmas. We will begin preparing our hearts to celebrate the 
birth of Christ, and in anticipation of his return.  
 Hope, light, joy, and “holy waiting” are all terms that   
illustrate the spiritual movement of these four weeks. But there is 
another word that underlies them and is highlighted in our       
readings today: justice.  
 Justice might not be the first word that comes to mind as 
we prepare our hearts to celebrate the nativity of baby Jesus. So 
often when we think of justice, it is in the legal sense. We think of 
right and wrong or fairness.  
 God’s sense of justice is deeper than that, however. It is 
about the proper state of things in the world, and about the order 
God wants in his creation. This is what Jeremiah prophesies in 
today’s first reading. The redemption that awaited God’s people 
was not just about saving us, but about bringing forth God’s order 
in the world. God’s way is justice, and it is authentic. 
 Jeremiah foretold the (first) coming of Christ. The Gospel 
addresses his second coming, and contains admonitions to keep 
our hearts alert and free from vice. Jesus says to be vigilant and 
attentive to what surrounds us: But when these signs begin to  
happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption 
is at hand.  
 This is the fullness of the kingdom that awaits us. This is 
the time when God’s just judgment will fall upon each of us, so 
the Lord tells us to be active in preparation and free from        
anxieties in life.  
 Every Advent is a time to prepare for our own journey to 
Bethlehem, and to await the return of the Son of Man. We take a 
serious look at our practices and consider how we can grow closer 
to God. There are countless ways to do this. Perhaps it is a       
dedicated time each day for prayer. Or maybe it is in reconnecting 
with a loved one. It could even be starting a new act of service. It 
might look different from person to person, but God is calling us 
to prepare to receive him and prepare for his return. 

 
St. Romuald Mass Intentions  

  
St. Francis Mass Intentions  



 
 

AUGUST 17, 2014  DECEMBER 1, 2024 

 

        Tඁൾ Gංඏංඇ Tඋൾൾ 
  

The Social Outreach Committee will again sponsor our 
annual Giving Tree beginning on the Sunday following 
Thanksgiving, December 1. Gift tags will be placed on 
the Advent trees in St. Francis Church and at St. 
Romuald Chapel. 
   

The Giving Tree provides much needed support to our St. Vincent de 
Paul chapter here at St. Francis, the Elks, and to the Jonnycake Center 
which services local families providing basic necessities. 
  
The gift cards need to be returned no later than the weekend of 
December 14/15. They can be placed in the collection baskets or left 
in the rectory. Please do not leave them by the trees. 
  
Thank you in advance! 

 
Sൺඇർඍඎൺඋඒ Lൺආඉ  

This week’s sanctuary lamp at St. Francis Church burns in 
memory of our deceased loved ones. 

                          FAITH 
                         FORMATION  

(401) 792-8684 
   

Faith Formation K-6                                                                              
Join us Today at our 
Advent Wreath 
Workshop at 10:00 
AM  
 

$15 materials cost (Scholarship availa-
ble if needed, see Jamie.)  While this 
workshop replaces faith formation 
class this week, we want all families to 
know you are welcome to join us for 
this opportunity, whether your child is 
registered for classes or not.  
Saturday, December 7th   
Second Grade Reconciliation Retreat 
9:00-11:30 AM  
Sunday, December 8th 

9:55-10:50 AM - Grades K-6 classes 
will meet in Fr. Greenan Center 

  
Confirmation I and II  

Wednesdays: 6:30pm-8:15pm (FGC)  
Upcoming classes:  
  December 4 (Class and Grade 8:  
     Saint Report is due) 
  December 18 
 

Children’s Liturgy Volunteers      
Needed at 9 AM Mass 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word mani-
fests the church’s hospitality toward 
children as Christian believers who are 
called to grow in their faith through 
liturgical celebrations. This ministry is 
for children who have not yet received 
their First Holy Communion. Chil-
dren’s Liturgy of the Word will take 
place at Sunday 9am Mass, during the 
Liturgy of the Word. After the Intro-
ductory Rites, Father or Deacon will 
call the children to the front of the 
church for a blessing and dismissal. 
Volunteers then lead the children 
downstairs to Helen Bouchard Hall, and 
lead a child-friendly version of the Lit-
urgy of the Word. The children are then 
brought back to Mass during the Offer-
tory Hymn, so they can be with their 
families during the Eucharist. Contact 
Jamie Friel for more information. 

 
WE HAVE A NEW EMAIL! 

 
Our office email has been changed to office@stfranciswakefield.com 

 
Please make note of this. Thank You and God Bless! 

 
NET (Nൺඍංඈඇൺඅ Eඏൺඇൾඅංඓൺඍංඈඇ Tൾൺආ) Rൾඍඋൾൺඍ  

Our NET retreat was held on November 16, 2024, at the Christian        
Brothers’ Center in Narragansett for our Confirmation I and II Students.  
The theme was “Never Alone”.  We were joined by confirmation students 
from St. Mary’s Star of the Sea, St. Brendan’s, and St. Martha’s Parishes.  
A great time was had by all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Tඁൺඇ Yඈඎ Fඋඈආ Tඁൾ Sඈർංൺඅ Oඎඍඋൾൺർඁ Cඈආආංඍඍൾൾ!  
We recently had two events at the parish and we would like to thank you 
for your generosity! The Baby Bottle Boomerang held on September 28 & 
29 raised $3,722.65 for RI Right to Life in Providence; and a Rose Sale 
was held on October 19 & 20, and we raised $944 for the Mother of Life 
Center in Providence. These are both prolife organizations working to  
protect the sanctity of life.  Thank you again! 



 

 
 
  
Sunday, December 1 
10:00am Advent Wreath Workshop 
Monday, December 2 
7:30-10:00am Adoration (Church) 
6:30pm Men of St. Joseph (↓FGC) 
Tuesday, December 3 
6:00pm Finance Committee Mtg 
6:30pm SVD Meeting (HBH) 
Wednesday, December 4 
10:15 am Women’s Prayer Group (FGC) 
5:00pm RCIA Meeting (FGC Library) 
6:00pm Prayer Meeting (HBH) 
Thursday, December 5 
6:00 pm Bible Study (FGC) 
Friday, December 6 
7:30-9:00am Adoration (Church) 
Saturday, December 7 
9:00am 2nd Grade Reconciliation Retreat  
The parish office is open 9am to 4pm Monday through  
Thursday and 9am to 12:30 on Friday.   
 
Christmas office closing:  The Parish office will be closed 

December 24th and December 25th. 
 

 

  
 
 
 
  
Month of January:  Baby Shower 
March 5:     Ash Wednesday 

  
Dඋංඏൾ Tඁඋඎ Lංඏංඇ Nൺඍංඏංඍඒ ൺඍ Mඈඇඌංඇඈඋ 

Cඅൺඋൾ Sർඁඈඈඅ: 
Sൺඍඎඋൽൺඒ, Dൾർൾආൻൾඋ 7, 5-8:30ඉආ  

Visit the website (www.monsignorclarkeschool.org) to 
reserve your drive thru time, purchase tickets, and see the 
Christmas Story Come to Life!  
All proceeds benefit our school.  Make this cherished 
Christmas tradition part of your family’s celebration this 
year!  

 
Sඍൾඎൻൾඇඏංඅඅൾ Rൾඍඋൾൺඍ  

Attention Youth of St. Francis of Assisi Parish! Get 
ready for an unforgettable experience at the 2025 
Steubenville Youth Conference at Franciscan   
University! From June 27-29, 2025, teens from 
across the country will gather for a weekend filled 
with powerful worship, inspiring talks, and deep 
encounters with Jesus Christ. This year's conference 
promises to ignite your faith like never before, with 
dynamic speakers, uplifting music, and opportunities 
for adoration and confession. Join hundreds of other 
young Catholics in a vibrant community where you 
can grow in your relationship with God and be    
empowered to live out your faith boldly. Don't miss 
out on this life-changing event that has transformed 
the hearts of countless teens—mark your calendars.  
Attention Parish/Supporters! As with any Youth 
Conference, fund raising is an essential part of the 
preparation. Given that this conference will be in 
Steubenville, Ohio, we will be looking to raise    
financial support through, but not limited, to the   
following:  

1. Generous donations from St. Francis of Assisi 
parishioners. 

2. Bake sales at both St. Francis of Assisi and St. 
Romuald Chapel. 

3. Car washes at St. Francis of Assisi 
4. On-line “Virtual” fundraising (Popcorn Sales)  

We sincerely thank you for your consideration in 
giving to this amazing cause that is transformative to 
our Catholic Youth.  
More to follow! Thank you and God Bless! 

 
Fൺඅඅ Dඋൺආൺ Cൺඉඌඍඈඇൾ ൺඇൽ Aൽඏൾඇඍ Lൾඌඌඈඇඌ 

 Cൺඋඈඅඌ ൺඍ Cඁൾඌඍൾඋඍඈඇ Aർൺൽൾආඒ  
Charles Dickens’s “Nicholas Nickleby” on Dec. 5 at 
6pm & Festival of Lessons & Carols on Dec. 13 at 
6pm.  Register at chestertonri.org/lessonscarols 

 

Pඅൺඇඇංඇ Aඁൾൺൽ 
Cඁඋංඌඍආൺඌ Mൺඌඌ Sർඁൾൽඎඅൾ 

 
  

Cਈਉਓਔਁਓ Eਖਅ 
Tਕਅਓਁਙ, Dਅਃਅਂਅ 24 

 
At the Church 

                         4:30pm  
                        10:00pm  
 

At the Chapel 
                         5:30pm  
  

Cਈਉਓਔਁਓ Dਁਙ 
Wਅਅਓਁਙ, Dਅਃਅਂਅ 25 

 
 

At the Church 
10:00am   

 

At the Chapel 
10:00am 



267.671.7441

For more information

$28.00 PER WEEK

FOUR UNIT AD
(Block or Strip Layout)

FALL
ADVERTISING 

SPECIAL!

Renee Martinez

Jubilee Year of Mercy THE CHAPLET OF 
THE DIVINE MERCY

(For private recitation on ordinary rosary beads)

Our Father ..., Hail Mary ..., ἀ e 
Apostles’ Creed.
ἀe n, on the OUR FATHER BEADS you 
will say the following words:
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your 
dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for our sins and 
those of the whole world.
On the HAIL MARY BEADS you will say 
the following words:
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion 
have mercy on us and on the whole world.
In conclusion THREE TIMES you will 
recite these words:
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Im-
mortal One, have mercy on us and on 
the whole world.
From the Diary  of the Servant of God Sr. Faustina - 
Note Book I, p 197
IMPRIMATUR: + Joseph F. Maguire
November 17, 1979 Bishop of Springfield, Mass.

Wine Specials
Check out our 2 bottle discounts!

$AVING$ GALORE!!
Geaber’s Liquors

• Easy access off Route 1
• Complete selection
• Volume discounts

783-8313
231 O
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akefield

(N
ext To D
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onuts)

219E (MV)- St. Francis of Assisi, Wakefield FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836                  inside

Serving 
South 

County 
Families

Since 1863

AVERY-STORTI 
FUNERAL HOME

Peter J. Storti, Joshua P. Storti, 
Joseph A. Notarantonio, Directors

Traditional · Cremation Services · Monuments

783-727188 Columbia Street, Wakefield

Safe, Scenic, Friendly & Affordable
Drive in or Visit us online

www.villageatwordenspond.com

401.792.7107

Nestled in a Peaceful 
Wooded Retreat 

www.averystortifuneralhome.com

Hal’s 
Hometown Citgo         

• Full Accident and Collision Services
• Oil Changes, Tires and Front Wheel 
   Alignments Available

Save 10¢ a gallon at Hal’s 
everyday using this card. 
Apply on-line at 
www.citgorewardscard.com.

Call 1-401-789-0018

171 Old Tower Hill Road 
in Wakefield, RI

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA  
put a stop to  

animal cruelty.

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

poison.org
Free and confidential.



267.253.0442

For more information

$28.00 PER WEEK

FOUR UNIT AD
(Block or Strip Layout)

FALL
ADVERTISING 

SPECIAL!

Renee Martinez

401.302.9741   Licensed & Insured

info@lavoieplumbing.com

Serving South County, RI

      Jake Lavoie 
Plumbing and Heating LLC

Reserve 
Your

Space
Today!

YOUR AD               HERE!

CALL US TODAY!

Don’t miss this opportunity to become a valued partner in the community.
Contact our advertising team at 800-883-4343.

 • Connect with a Dedicated & Engaged Audience • Build Trust  
& Credibility • Showcase Your Business to Those Who Actively  
Support Local Businesses • Benefit From Our Online Presence  

& Extend Your Reach Beyond the Church Walls

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

LUNCH, DINNER & SUNDAY BRUNCH
OVERLOOKING NARRAGANSETT BAY

Baptisms · Weddings · Rehearsal Dinners
Post-Funeral Collations

40 Ocean Road, Narragansett, RI
(401) 789-0700

Dale Carlia Shopping Center
667 Kingstown Road

Wakefield
(401) 783-4555

219E (MV)- St. Francis of Assisi, Wakefield FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 outside

Colvitto’s
Pizza & Bakery

Specializing In Pizza & Calzones
 Salt Pond ShoPPing Center South County CommonS
 narraganSett Wakefield

 783-8086 782-2285

AutoCare
CENTER

NORTHUP’S 
Service Center

1892 Kingstown Rd.
782-4280
PEACEDALE

BRING IN THIS COUPON & SAVE $2.00 OFF OUR ALREADY
 LOW PRICED FAST-LUBE OIL CHANGE SERVICE!

THIS IS AN ETERNAL COUPON - GOOD ANYTIME!

Plea
se

Vis
it

FAST-LUBE

W oonsocket
Health & Rehabilitation Centre

Sub-Acute RehAb SeRviceS
AlzheimeR’S cARe
long teRm cARe

262 Poplar Street, Woonsocket, RI
WoonsocketHealthCentre.com

(401) 765-2100

N A R D O L I L L O
FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATORY

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1906”
1278 PARK AVENUE · CRANSTON, RI 02910

942-1220
1111 BOSTON NECK ROAD · NARRAGANSETT, RI 02882

789-6300
DIRECTORS

Rober t A. N ar dolill o, Jr . · David M. N ar dolill o · Angel o M. Nar dolill o

Tase-Rite
“Home of Angelos Meatballs”

Wholesalers To The Public Of 
Beef, Poultry and Pork

401-783-7300
1211 Kingstown Road · waKefield, Ri

Sponsor a veterans’ wreath  
at a cemetery near you.

wreathsacrossamerica.org
To sponsor, volunteer or donate, visit


