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The  
Nativity 

of the Lord 

But the angel  

said  to them,  

“Do not be  

afraid. I bring  

you good news  

that will  cause  

great joy for all  

the people.  

Today in the  

town of David a 

Savior has been  

born to you; he  

is the Messiah,  

the Lord. This will  

be a sign to you:  

You will find a   

baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying  

in a manger.”  

 

          ─Luke 2:10-12 

SAINT FRANCIS 
OF ASSISI 

WAKEFIELD 

Father Albert D. Ranallo ------------------------------------ Pastor  
Father Nicholas P. Smith ----------------------- Pastor Emeritus 
Father Henry J. Bodah -------------------------- Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Deacon John Dowd---------------------- Deacon Assistant 
Jacki Hunt ------------------------------- AdministraƟve Assistant  
 

Masses 
 

Saint Francis Church  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday --------------------- 7:00 am 
Saturday ---------------------------------------------------------- 4:30 pm 
Sunday ------------------------------------------ 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
 

Saint Romuald Chapel  
Saturday --------------------------------------------------------- 5:30 pm* 
Sunday ---------------------------------------- 8:00 am* and 10:00 am 
*Summer only (Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day Weekend) 
 

Sacraments  
   

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:30 - 4:00 pm in Saint Francis Church or by 
appointment.    
 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Third Sunday of each month.      
 
 
Sacrament of Matrimony  
Please call the rectory at least one year in advance to speak 
with a priest. Due to the reducƟon in priests we can no 
longer accommodate Sunday weddings.  
 
 
Sacrament of the Sick  
Please call the rectory.  

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm Friday From 9:00 am—12:30 pm 

 

Catholic Social Services of RI/Washington 
County & St. Gabriel’s Call. 
Washington County Office / Contact: -------------- 401-783-3149 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society / Wakefield  
401-871-8936   

SAINT 
ROMUALD 

MATUNUCK 

THE PARISH FAMILY OF 

BarbeƩe L. Cullen------------- Director of Religious EducaƟon  
Robert J. Moniz ------------------------------ Cemetery Manager 
 ------------------------------------------- cemeteryoffice@aol.com  
Robert J. Kelly --------------------------------------- Parish Sexton  
 

Parish Staff 

114 High Street 
Wakefield, RI 02879 

 

--------------- Phone ---------------  
401-783-4411  

      

------------------ Fax ------------------ 
401-783-9667 

 

---------------- Email ---------------- 
sainƞrancis00@aol.com  

      

----------------- Web ----------------- 
sƞranciswakefield.com 

 

----- Religious Ed. Office ----- 
401-792-8684 

 

------- Parish Cemetery ------- 
401-782-2711  



 

Sunday, December 24 (Sunday Obligation) 
10:00am†John Blair 

Requested by Family 
Christmas Eve Mass 

Sunday, December 24 
 5:30pm †Martha & Blanche McElkenny 

Requested by Family 
Christmas Day 

Monday, December 25 
10:00am †Deceased Members of the       
              Perpetual Mass Association 
Sunday, December 31 
10:00am †Mary Marchand  

(Anniversary Remembrance) 
Requested by Al & Gerri Marsocci 

Saturday, December 23 
4:30pm †Luke & Henrietta Pucella 

Requested by Family 
Sunday, December 24 (Sunday Obligation) 
9:00am †David George Hedglen 

Requested by St. Vincent DePaul Society 
There will be NO 11am Mass today 

 

Christmas Eve Masses 
Sunday, December 24 

 4:30pm †Irene Sabo 
Requested by Family 

 10:00pm †Joyce Shiels 
Requested by Family 

 

 Christmas Day 
Monday, December 25 

9:00am †Deceased Members of the Flynn 
         & Carney Families 

Requested by Family 
11:00am †Kerri Bessette 

Requested by Mom, Dad & Scott 
 

Tuesday, December 26 
7:00am †Kit Groves 

Requested by Ann & Ollie 
Thursday, December 28 
7:00am †Rick Soltysiak 

Requested by Family 
Friday, December 29 
7:00am †Sylvia DeLuca 

Requested by Family 
Saturday, December 30 
4:30pm †Thomas Pullano 

Requested by his Wife 
Sunday, December 31 
9:00am †Mr. & Mrs. Thu Chi Tran & John      
           Thanh Ha 

Requested by Family 
11:00am†Karen Clark 

(Anniversary Remembrance) 
Requested by Family 

 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
WeeklyΎSupportΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎDecemberΎ17 
BudgetΎenvelopes usedΎ(121)    -  $4,697.50 
LooseΎDonationsΎ       -  $1,190.00 
OnlineΎGivingΎ(#ΎofΎdonors–76)   -  $2,735.00 
TotalΎBudgetΎ        -Ύ ΎΎ $8,623.00 
  

SecondΎCollectionΎ(OngoingΎMaintenance) 
 BudgetΎenvelopesΎusedΎ(91)    -Ύ ΎΎ $1,387.50 
ΎLooseΎDonationsΎ       -  $ΎΎΎ394.00ΎΎΎ 
ΎOnlineΎGivingΎ(#ΎofΎdonors-8)   -  $ΎΎ123.00ΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎΎ 
ΎTotalΎ          -Ύ ΎΎ $1,904.50 
 

There is no second collection this week or next week.    
Thank you for your continued generosity.  

 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 

not overcome it. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 In our first reading today, the prophet Isaiah uses a striking image to 
mark the moment when the Messiah comes: How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings glad tidings. There is such a contrast between 
grand mountains and humble feet. But it points to the nature of the joy of today, 
Christmas. Christ is born, and a tiny baby has come to bring salvation to God’s 
people. He did not come to us in worldly glory, but rather he came into this 
world the same way we all do. But it is this baby that announces the beginning 
of a new birth for all of us. 
 How beautiful, indeed, are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, and 
all the ends of the earth will behold the salvation of our God. John, whose Gos-
pel is the most theologically rich and complex, embodies this prophecy. To hear 
the prologue from John’s Gospel, as we just did, is to be swept up into a majestic 
epic. Full of poetic splendor, it reveals the whole theological horizon of Jesus 
Christ, the God-man. Beginning with the very onset of creation, it describes 
what existed long before any of us were here and sets a stage that feels vast and 
immense – so much greater than us. 
 And yet, deep within its high Christology – the focus on Jesus as di-
vine and pre-existent – its central image is something we can all closely relate to 
in our lives: light and darkness. No matter who we are or what we do, we all 
deeply know light and darkness. We have known the darkness of pain, grief, and 
suffering. Darkness is unsettling, unnerving, scary, and troubling. But we have 
also known the light of joy, glory, and new life. Light is calm, peaceful, comfort-
ing, and hopeful. Each of us has had intimate experiences of darkness as well as 
light. 
 The images of light and darkness are at the core of our faith. God’s 
light has been revealed to us, and Jesus is born! We have experienced this light 
in so many ways in our lives, and it has undoubtedly shaped our faith. It has 
revealed to us who God is. Our readings today reflect on our ancestors and the 
times past. We can point to the light our ancestors have shared with us in our 
family stories, in the legacy they have left for us. Their example shines forth in 
us today. We can also look at the countless examples of light in the world today: 
the people who are there for us when we experience darkness; the people who 
work to bring hope to our world through acts of service and working for justice. 
Yes, Jesus’ light is very much alive in the world today.  
 As we continue our Mass with the celebration of the Eucharist, we 
give thanks for the body of Christ. We celebrate that the Word was made flesh. 
We celebrate that the light shines in the darkness. We celebrate that the darkness 
has not overcome us. Jesus is born!    

St. Romuald Mass Intentions  

  
St. Francis Mass Intentions  



 
 

AUGUST 17, 2014  DECEMBER 24, 2023 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FR. RANALLO, DEACON DOWD AND THE 
STAFF WANT TO WISH YOU ALL A VERY 

BLESSED CHRISTMAS! 
 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
 
This week’s sanctuary lamp at St. Francis Church burns in 
memory of Carl Cottle. 

                          FAITH 
                         FORMATION  

(401) 792-8684 
 

                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, December 24th     
No Classes Merry Christmas 
 
Pray: Today, we remember 
Jesus' birth. Please be 

born in our hearts today, 
Lord. Amen. 

 
The Faith Formation Office 
will be closed during school  

vacation. 
 
 
 

 

St. Vincent DePaul Society 
The work of the St. Francis of Assisi Conference of St. 
Vincent de Paul is supported by parish donations. Dona-
tion boxes are in the Church and Chapel. There is a 
SVDP option on the parish online giving site. 
  
If you need financial assistance or would like to volunteer, leave 
your contact information on the Conference phone, 401-871-8936.  
  
New members are most welcome!  

 
Fඈඈൽ Dඈඇൺඍංඈඇඌ ൿඈඋ ඍඁൾ Jඈඇඇඒർൺ඄ൾ 

Cൾඇඍൾඋ:  Jඎඌඍ ൺ   
Fඋංൾඇൽඅඒ Rൾආංඇൽൾඋ 

  
Please remember we are always in need of 
nonperishable food items (no glass or outdat-

ed items).  Your donations may be placed in the baskets located at 
St. Francis or St. Romuald.  These items will be donated to the 
Jonnycake Food Pantry in Peace Dale.  Thank you for your generos-
ity. 



 
Monday, December 25 
NO ADORATION 
Wednesday, December 27 
6:00pm Prayer Meeting (HBH)  
  
The parish office is open 9am to 4pm Monday through  
Thursday and 9am to 12:30 on Friday.  

Christmas office closing:  The Parish office will be 
closed from December 20 through December 26.  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Month of January:  Baby Shower 
February 14:   Ash Wednesday 
February 19-21:  Lenten Mission w/ Deacon Art 
       Miller (6:00pm each night) 

 

Baby Bottle Boomerang:  Thank you from  
Rhode Island Right to Life 

A heartfelt thank you to St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Fr. 
Ranallo, and all the generous parishioners, who raised 
$2,520.81 in our recent Baby Bottle Boomerang. Your 
generosity helps us continue providing pregnancy tests 
and ultrasounds throughout Rhode Island in our Ancora 
Women’s Mobile Care Center, and keeps the doors open 
at our Maternity Hope Chest to serve mothers who have 
courageously chosen LIFE but need a helping hand caring 
for their precious little ones, whether it be diapers and 
wipes, clothing and blankets, bassinets and strollers, and 
many other must have items. May the Good Lord 
bless you many times over for your generosity.  
 
If you haven’t yet been able to return your baby bot-
tle, you may still send a contribution in the mail and save 
the bottle for next year. 

 
Rඈඌൺඋඒ Rൾඉൺංඋඌ 

We have an anonymous volunteer 
who has offered to repair rosaries.  
If you have a rosary that you 
would like repaired please place 

the rosary in an envelope and place your name 
and phone number on the outside of the enve-
lope so that when the repair is complete you can 
be notified.  Please drop your envelope off at the 
rectory or place it in the black mailbox next to 
the rectory door. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Intention for this Monday,  
December 25th at 10:00am at the Chapel 

  

The Deceased Members of the  
Perpetual  Mass Association 

  

 
John & Marie Champion 

 Yvonne Fanning 
Paul F. & Susan Greene 

Marilyn Maley 
Edna Otto 

Anthony & Kathleen Rose 
Christopher Shafer 

Daniel Shea 
Laura Webb 

 
We are glad that you are here 
with us this morning.  Wheth-
er you moved here a while 
ago or are just here for a brief 
stay, we welcome you.   

  
If you would like to become a part of this wonderful 
community, registering in the parish is an easy pro-
cess.  Please see Father Ranallo after Mass to inquire 
about registering.  Again, welcome and God bless! 



Jubilee Year of Mercy THE CHAPLET OF 
THE DIVINE MERCY

(For private recitation on ordinary rosary beads)

Our Father ..., Hail Mary ..., The 
Apostles’ Creed.
Then, on the OUR FATHER BEADS you 
will say the following words:
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your 
dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for our sins and 
those of the whole world.
On the HAIL MARY BEADS you will say 
the following words:
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion 
have mercy on us and on the whole world.
In conclusion THREE TIMES you will 
recite these words:
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Im-
mortal One, have mercy on us and on 
the whole world.
From the Diary  of the Servant of God Sr. Faustina - 
Note Book I, p 197
IMPRIMATUR:	 + Joseph F. Maguire
November 17, 1979	 Bishop of Springfield, Mass.

ADVERTISE
youR buSInESS In ThIS SpAcE
Join the thousands of professionals and businesses 
in our network and begin growing sales driving 
new client visits and building client retention 
and name recognition.

800-883-4343
Learn more at

oig.ssa.gov/scam

Wine Specials
Check out our 2 bottle discounts!

$AVING$ GALORE!!
Geaber’s Liquors

• Easy access off Route 1
• Complete selection
• Volume discounts

783-8313
231 O

ld Tow
er H

ill Road · W
akefield

(N
ext To D

unkin’ D
onuts)

219E (MV)- St. Francis of Assisi, Wakefield	 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836	                  inside

Serving 
South 

County 
Families

Since 1863

AVERY-STORTI 
FUNERAL HOME

Peter J. Storti, Joshua P. Storti, 
Joseph A. Notarantonio, Directors

Traditional · Cremation Services · Monuments

783-727188 Columbia Street, Wakefield

Safe, Scenic, Friendly & Affordable
Drive in or Visit us online

www.villageatwordenspond.com

401.792.7107

Nestled in a Peaceful 
Wooded Retreat 

www.averystortifuneralhome.com

Hal’s 
Hometown Citgo         

• Full Accident and Collision Services
• Oil Changes, Tires and Front Wheel 
   Alignments Available

Save 10¢ a gallon at Hal’s 
everyday using this card. 
Apply on-line at 
www.citgorewardscard.com.

Call 1-401-789-0018

171 Old Tower Hill Road 
in Wakefield, RI

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA  
put a stop to  

animal cruelty.

GOD BLESS
AMERICA



GOD BLESS
AMERICA

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

LUNCH, DINNER & SUNDAY BRUNCH
OVERLOOKING NARRAGANSETT BAY

Baptisms · Weddings · Rehearsal Dinners
Post-Funeral Collations

40 Ocean Road, Narragansett, RI
(401) 789-0700

Dale Carlia Shopping Center
667 Kingstown Road

Wakefield
(401) 783-4555

219E (MV)- St. Francis of Assisi, Wakefield	 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836	 outside

Colvitto’s
Pizza & Bakery

Specializing In Pizza & Calzones
	 Salt Pond Shopping Center	 South County Commons
	N arragansett	 Wakefield

	 783-8086	 782-2285

AutoCare
CENTER

NORTHUP’S 
Service Center

1892 Kingstown Rd.
782-4280
PEACEDALE

BRING IN THIS COUPON & SAVE $2.00 OFF OUR ALREADY
 LOW PRICED FAST-LUBE OIL CHANGE SERVICE!

THIS IS AN ETERNAL COUPON - GOOD ANYTIME!

Plea
se

Vis
it

FAST-LUBE

W oonsocket
Health & Rehabilitation Centre

Sub-Acute Rehab Services
Alzheimer’s Care
Long Term Care

262 Poplar Street, Woonsocket, RI
WoonsocketHealthCentre.com

(401) 765-2100

N A R D O L I L L O
FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATORY

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1906”
1278 PARK AVENUE · CRANSTON, RI 02910

942-1220
1111 BOSTON NECK ROAD · NARRAGANSETT, RI 02882

789-6300
DIRECTORS

Robert A. Nardolillo, Jr. · David M. Nardolillo · Angelo M. Nardolillo

Tase-Rite
“Home of Angelos Meatballs”

Wholesalers To The Public Of 
Beef, Poultry and Pork

401-783-7300
1211 Kingstown Road · Wakefield, RI

In the United States, one in 
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

If the lights are 
flashing,

It’s Not a Suggestion, 
It’s the Law.

no passing.

Sponsor a veterans’ wreath  
at a cemetery near you.

wreathsacrossamerica.org
To sponsor, volunteer or donate, visit




